
MechWorks PDM R20
Release Notes

Service Pack: 0.3 Build: 20210319
Enhancements

o 20210317 - Web Client: improved visibility of check buttons in the dialog for Batch download of files
o 20210316 - SoldWorks HotKeys: Added the following DBWorks commands to the list to be added as keyboard shortcuts 

in SolidWorks: Create new revision, approve, uncheckin, uncheckout, rename, open in view-only
o 20210312 - Scripting: Added OnIncrementRevisionState.lst script. User can avoid revision increment on a given element 

through the script returning @OKINCREMENT =”0”
In Revision options added OnIncrementRevisionState.lst checkbox to activate/deactivate script execution
OnIncrementRevisionState class added to MwPDMApi Namespace

o 20210311 - Workflow: added optional @OKSHOWWORKFLOWMENU output to OnCheckForRequiredECR.lst to 
allow user to enable/disable workflow menu when @OKREQUIREDECR=0

o 20210309 - Drawing Creation Wizard: added a new hidden parameter (GLOBALSKIPONADDDOCUMENTLST) on the 
DrwWizard.par to skip the OnAddDocument.lst call when adding the created drawing on the PDM. The parameter must be 
set to 1 in order to avoid the callback.

o 20210309 - Revisions: It is now checked that the next revision’s name does not start with ‘.’ Because this would create 
issues with revision files.

Behavior Changes
o 20210317 - DWG=>PDF: the older versions of the tool DBWDwg2Pdf.exe have been removed from their binary folder. In 

case of need, they can easily obtained from Mechworks support.
o 20210311 - Web Client: the form to clean up the download folder displays also the files not registered in the database
o 20210311 - Admin Tools: in the inconsistencies form, expand the root node of the tree automatically to display the type of 

inconsistencies found

Bugs fixing
o 20210319 -OffSite Mode: If downloading a component checked out by another user it would have had the company_id 

erroneously changed in “current_user@company_id”
o 20210319 -The Web Client: the expansion of an existing item would not be reported correctly in the tree and would appear 

as if many entries were missing
o 20210319 -The Material Wizard would crash when in the drop down list used to select the hierarchical fields a user wrote a 

casual string and clicked add
o 20210319 -The Material Wizard would crash on an xml export
o 20210318 – Admin Tools: in brand new installations only, fixed an inconsistence detected about CONFIGURATION field 

in the GENERIC section of SCHEMA\TABLES2.DFL file
o 20210317 - The Material Selector could not output its values to DBWorks when the option to use the SolidWorks 

materials was active
o 20210317 - The Material Wizard would crash if you added a field to the DBWorks output while no query was active in the 

grid
o 20210317 - DBWGrid x64 in the external Advanced Filter: visual cues had not been implemented
o 20210317 - DWG=>PDF conversions: fixed pdf page order for dwg files with more than 9 layouts
o 20210316 - Excel BOM: would try to start Stand Alone from SolidWorks 2021
o 20210315 - Excel BOM: solved a compatibility problem with fileDSN
o 20210312 - Master Drawing: “Open Master Drawing” menu item was not shown in right mouse button menu on the 

drawing itself
o 20210312 - Web Client: if the search box above was emptied then the previous filter would still apply in queries from the 

projects tree pane
o 20210312 - Web Client: the icon in the Task Bar would not display the same icon as the application
o 20210312 - Open File: SolidWorks drawings always opened in detailing mode under certain circumstances
o 20210312 - Assembly Duplication Wizard: the fix "20210309 - Assembly Duplication Wizard: the wizard now handles 

correctly multiple SolidWorks versions installed on the same machine" introduced a regression, involving the start up with 
SolidEdge and Inventor



o 20210311 - OffSite Mode: “Edit document record” and “Edit revision record” commands weren’t working properly if 
OffSite Mode was enabled

o 20210311 - Admin Tools: the Project user assignment tool wouldn’t start on a FileDSN connection
o 20210311 - DBSolidEdge: previous fix “20210304 - DBSolidEdge: using the “User Interface->Tree-> [X] Populate 

Child/Parent Tree in the Sub-Tree" option, a crash was happening when selecting items at Browser level under some 
circumstances” was not completed because the crash was still happening in some circumstances

o 20210310 - Scripting: fixed crash in DBWRadioCombo
o 20210310 - Scripting: In brand new installations, the shortcut bar button “Visual Cues Select” was displaying a “File does 

not exist” error. 
o 20210310 - Excel BOM: the preview of the main assembly in the header would not display
o 20210310 - Excel BOM: it was not possible to create the BOM of a previous revision
o 20210309 - Open Wizard: a triangle for the current record was misplaced and has been removed
o 20210309 - Open Wizard: the icon for SolidWorks files were missing
o 20210309 - Assembly Duplication Wizard: the wizard now handles correctly multiple SolidWorks versions installed on the 

same machine
o 20210309 - Open Wizard: IDW files were not being previewed
o 20210309 - Workflow: allow user to follow workflow path for increment revision also if ECR is not required according to 

OnCheckForRequiredECR.lst script result.
o 20210308 - Excel BOM: the previews column would zero the height of the rows in the sheet

Service Pack: 0.2 Build: 20210305

Behavior Changes
o 20210218 - Web Client: in the preview pane, if the option to download create eDrawings on demand is not active, you can 

do a download and open with one click on the link. Previously you had the eDrawing creation link that would fail in an 
installation out of the box

o 20210218 - Web Client: showing the documents in a project does not collapse the tree anymore
o 20210217 - Admin Tools: the Company ID Manager has been redesigned to support multiple drive sharing for a single 

company
o 20210216 - Conversion Wizard: it is now called the .NET equivalent form by default  



Enhancements
o 20210305 - Material Wizard and Material Selector: both tools have been ported to .NET and partially redesigned.

The Material Selector is now a modal dialog instead of a topmost window:

The Material Wizard has been redesigned and the editing pane has been moved to an external dialog. The tree is now 
dynamic and is rebuilt after each edit or change of fields in the hierarchy that defines the groups.



Both tools are more robust as they use only one technology, are creating logs and are easier to debug in case of unexpected 
behavior.

o 20210305 - Remote access: Now Local Root Directory path and Shared Path can contain with spaces 
o 20210303 - Assembly Duplication Wizard: new option Options -> []Default Revision Assignment

This new option, available in the Options tab, need to be used in pair with the PDM option []Use OnNewRev.lst and the  
ADW options Options->[]Register in DB and DBOptions->[]Automatic CheckIn/CheckOut.
It permits to choose the starting revision from a drop down list containing the values of "MwADWRevisionsToShow.par", 
a file that needs to be created and placed in the PAR_DIR: it contains the values separated by a comma, ex. 
“RevisionList=A,B,C”.

o 20210301 - Conversion Wizard: the option "Zoom to fit while converting" is available also for Inventor and SolidEdge 
conversions

o 20210226 – Remote files operations: Added an Activity Console message in case of failure in computing UNC path of a 
remote file.

o 20210222 – Options: “Hide Document Page”,“Hide Query Page SQL window” renamed to “Disable Document Page”, 
“Disable Query Page SQL window” and added to user options.



o 20210219 – Web Client: make the behavior of applying automatic filtering by the project, when a project is expanded in 
another tab, optional. The option that enables the new behavior in the parameter file WebViewerOptions.txt is: 
avoid_project_filtering_from_tab

o 20210216 – DBSolidEdge:
Change source from Edit links windows open DBSE Component Search for selection instead of File Dialog

o 20210216 – Web Client: introduced the option that allows to exclude the automatic filtering when a project is displayed in 
a separate tab. The string to enable the option in the file WebViewerOptions.txt is  avoid_project_filtering_from_tab

o 20210216 - DBWorks API: Added functions  IsCorrectPin  and IsCorrectPassword to object DBWarm to check user  pin 
and password. 
Usage example:

…
Set pDBWInit = CreateObject("MwPDMApi.Initialize")
Set pDBWAppl = pDBWInit.StartConnection(DBWorksApplicationName)
resPwd = pDBWAppl.DBWArm.IsCorrectPassword("USER","PWD")
resPin = pDBWAppl.DBWArm.IsCorrectPin("USER","PIN")
…



New functionalities are available also as DBWStandardLibrary Command:
DBWIsCorrectPassword("user","password")
DBWIsCorrectPin("user","pin")

And as DBWShell Command:
DBWShell("IsCorrectPin " & "user " & "pin")
DBWShell("IsCorrectPassword " & "user " & "password")

o 20210212 – DBWCommandShell: OnCommand.lst script executed before approving Revision from Revision Data dialog
Input parameters:
@CONTEXT DBW_DATAINPUT_CONTEXT
@IS_POST_EVENT 0
@COMMAND_ID DBW_CMD_APPROVE

o 20210211 – DBWShell LoadQuery:
Command DBWShell("LoadQuery " & <uidFileName> & " WORKINGSET") doesn’t fail in case of empty file: an empty 
working set is created.

o 20210210 - Web Client: the creation and download on demand of eDrawing files from the server has been made twice as 
fast, passing from an average time of 12 to 4.5 seconds. The feature requires a custom script that is available but not 
installed as a default feature and requires as well the installation on the server of eDrawings.

o 20210210 - Admin Tools: at start the admin tools verifies that in the parameter files of type dataentr*.* (Data Form), 
tables2*.* (browser tables) and revdentr*.* (revisions) the fields are existing and available in the associated view.

o 20210210 - Admin Tools: at start the admin tools verifies that the fields in the views are existing in the DOCUMENT table 
and if this is not the case, remove the field from the view

o 20210210 – DBWShell SWSaveAs: added optional boolean parameter EDrawingSaveAllSheets. If the parameter is set to 1 
all the sheets of the opened drawing will be exported.

o 20210210 – API: Created new .NET API SaveAsEDrawing that let you save an opened drawing in eDrawing format.
Parameters:
fullFileName  – full name of the EDRW file to save
saveAsCopy – Optional. TRUE performs ‘save as copy’ of the currently activated document, FALSE otherwise



saveAllSheets - Optional. TRUE export all the sheets of the opened drawing, FALSE export only the current sheet of the 
opened drawing. Default True.
Results:
@SWSAVEAS_SOLIDWORKS_ERROR 
@SWSAVEAS_SOLIDWORKS_ERROR_STRING
@SWSAVEAS_SOLIDWORKS_WARNING 

o 20210209 – Web Client: the product does not anymore the external component GhostScript to preview Office and pdf files 
and has therefore been removed from the setup

o 20210209 – Web Client: the creation of previews for office and pdf files has been made faster, especially for large files
o the parameter is set to 1 also the broken references are returned.
o 20210203 – Usability: Enhanced working set creation options on RMB on selected grid rows.

Added commands:
 Create Working Set for the node and all the children
 Append to Existing Working Set the node and all the children
 Create Working Set of all the dirty Documents

The behaviour of each command is the same as for commands in Tree RMB
If the grid belongs to Documents page the result is shown in Query page like for the Create Working set command

o 20210127 - Open File: implemented open drawing in Detailing mode via RMB at Tree/Grid level:
Detailing mode is available only from Solidworks 2020. In StandAlone and others cad version context menu does not show 
detailing option at all.
Detailing mode is available only for non detatched drawings: open in detailing mode is disabled for detatched drawings.
Detailing flag is ignored when opening a released drawings and the option
“Revisions->Open documents in view only mode if released”
is active: the released drawing is always opened in view only mode in this case.



o 20210126 - Replication Script: The check and download algorithm into the file “replicate_Files_batch.vbs” has been 
improved granting notably better performance updating the local files from remote sites.

Bugs fixing
o 20210304 - DBSolidEdge: using the “User Interface->Tree-> [X] Populate Child/Parent Tree in the Sub-Tree" option, a 

crash was happening when selecting items at Browser level under some circumstances
o 20210302 - Browser: using the RMB->Order Documents By command, the related field was not managed properly
o 20210302 - Scripting: DBWRadioCombo forced to display on top.
o 20210226 - Admin Tools: the page for managing the views was improperly indicating that the tool was also checking the 

database, which is a distinct activity available from the page Update Database Version
o 20210226 - Scripting: OnSearch.lst could lead to crash when used in Document Page in @SEARCH_CONDITION mode.
o 20210224 - Activate Previous Revision: the "Activate previous revision" button on right mouse button menu has been 

restored for generic documents when executing from StandAlone platform
o 20210223 - MwLicense Manager: in case of borrowed license, there was a problem in DBAlone license evaluation
o 20210223 - Data Input Form: Even if the option Data Input -> [X] Hide ‘Used By’ List in Data Input Form was set, 

resizing the data input form showed the ‘Used By’ tab.
o 20210223 - DBSolidEdge: fixed Physical Qty displayed value issue related to regional settings
o 20210222 - Options: Search result filtered correctly in APPUSER Option Dialog. Switch from APPUSER to Global option 

dialog handled correctly
o 20210219 - DBAutoCAD: under specific customized circumstances, custom properties were not updated
o 20210218 - DBSolidEdge: fixed Change Quantity and Edit Bom issue related to regional settings.
o 20210217 - Web Client: clicking on the eDrawing link inside the preview pane would display a message that the script is 

not available on the server. Now the ability to create eDrawings on the server on demand requires an activation adding the 
option ‘enable_edrawing_creation’ in the file WebViewerOptions.txt

o 20210217 – Revisions: fixed a bug in restore previous revision procedure: restoring a node not in Released state caused 
wrong reference folder in restored drawings under certain conditions

o 20210211 - DBWGrid (used in Open Wizard and other tools): the support for visual cues has been added as it was missing
o 20210211 - Admin Tools: the system checks that applied when starting DBCustomizer have been ported and increased 

with Admin Tools:
- added inconsistencies control for file PAR\db2htm.par
- missing fields are being removed from views
- fields in the parameter files tables2.dfl missing from the related view (and not just the DOCUMENT table) are notified as 
inconsistencies
- indexes in database tables are checked as they were in DBCustomizer

o 20210211 - MwLicenseManager: under some circumstances, there was an error in serial number evaluation happening in 
case of DBWorks/DBAlone floating license installation

o 20210210 - High-DPI: Improved the High-DPI experience. Several bugs fixed and text/icons scaled correctly accordingly 
to monitor dpi settings. DBWCONN.PAR parameters:
DBWORKS_FORCE_HIGH_DPI_MODE
DBWORKS_FORCE_HIGH_DPI_TEXT_RATIO
DBWORKS_FORCE_HIGH_DPI_ICON_RATIO
are deprecated: there is no more need for hardcoded values as dpi ratio is automatically evalued and applied.  

o 20210210 - Setup: installing the PDM without Standalone caused some registry keys missing (i.e. the DBWORKS  
INSTALL_LANGUAGE key)



o 20210209 – API: DBWShell commands coming from an out of process script would not be executed onto a Stand Alone.
o 20210209 – Web Client: the tester page at the end of the installation would not display its state
o 20210204 - DBSolidEdge: Under certain conditions, temporary standard part files (documents with filename beginning 

with “~varmod”) where wrongly saved in the PDM
o 20210204 - Assembly Duplication Wizard: in Inventor and SolidEdge, revision properties of the duplicated documents 

were not resetted
o 20210204 - Assembly Duplication Wizard: custom properties were overwritten even with the PDM option "Never 

overwrite imported custom properties" active
o 20210204 – Working Set: Creating a working set in the query page with more then 500 elements and sorting the working 

set by a column before removing some number of rows made the grid miscalculate the number of element in the set.
o 20210204 - DBSolidEdge: fixed splitter position issue related to regional settings.
o 20210201 - Assembly Duplication Wizard: during duplication of an assembly the value of BOOLEAN fields were not 

duplicated even if selected in the fields to import
o 20210129 - Setup: during the upgrade of the PDM version or the change of installed PDM products, the setup of PDM 

changed the value registry keys INSTALL_LANGUAGE wrapping the language XX with =”XX”
o 20210128 - Revisions: Recursive Approval: due to a regression introduced with previous fix” 20201216 - Recursive 

Approve: It was possible, using an administrator personality, recursively approve a file even if it was opened by another 
user”, the recursive functionality was disabling opened documents 

o 20210127 - Event Log File delete: file unique id added to event log entry on file delete
o 20210127 – Web Client: the download and open of the last approved version and of the previous revisions of files could 

fail for versions approved using DBWorks R16 or older
o 20210126 - Replication Script: Under certain circumstances, using the replication script option 

DOWNLOADNONEXISTINGFILES=1, it was impossible to download the remote files .
o 20210125 – Scripting: in certain cases the REPLICATION_PARTNERS.SPT script was raising an unwanted  messagebox 

after having submitted a new replication partner in the specific form.
o 20210121 - SendMail: SendMail procedure is compliant with TLS. To activate TLS support mail parameter file must 

contains “USE_TLS”. TLS is mandatory with office365. TLS is necessary but not sufficient condition: mail delivery 
success depends on office365 SMTP configuration.

o 20210120 - Scripting: DBWGetDBWorksBuild lib function was not working anymore in Solidworks 2021 environment.
o 20210115 - Scripting: the execution of Revision_output_Pdf_booklet.vbs script was not performed properly
o 20210118 - ActivityConsole: avoid write messages if no error happens on File unlock for delete.
o 20210112 - DBDraftSight: solved installation dependencies problems
o 20210111 - Scripting: at startup CheckDatabaseIndexesFragmentation.vbs script was launching standalone client x86 even 

if invoked by standalone client x64.
o 20201228 - The Check for updates functionality, available from the About dialog, was not working properly.
o 20201228 - Browser: under some circumstances, it is fixed a repaint problem happening when the Wait Dialog is shown
o 20201223 - DBSolidEdge: working on non-English installations, a quick search of numeric value was not working
o 20201221 - Scripting: using DBWValidFileName, the function wrongly provided name validation in case of filename 

containing “:”’ 

Service Pack: 0.1 Build: 20201218

Enhancements
o 20201214 – Remote Access Download: With the option Revisions -> Files -> [X] Use alternative path list for revisions 

files checked was not able to find and download the remote revisions files. Now they are downloaded in a local folder that 
must have the same path of the remote folder where the files have been found. So it is necessary the use of Network drives 
to map the folders. It is also necessary to specify the mapping in the DBW_COMPANY_INFO table and set the option 
Environment -> Remote Access -> [X] Use Multiple Network Drives

o 20201203 - DBAutoCAD: added AutoCAD2021 support
o 20201201 – Event Log RemoteAccess: Added date and time columns to the showed table.
o 20201130 - Assembly Duplication Wizard - added option "Use existing files in directory if filename match". The ADW tool 

automatically use existing files in directory if filename match, so this option will be checked by default; unchecking this 



option will warn the user if any file with the same name exist in the destination directory, preventing the duplication.

o 20201120 – Admin Tools: the tool to manage the fields of the DOCUMENT table, its views and the field size has been 
entirely redesigned for ease of use:

o 20201111 – Admin Tools: new tool to test DBWACLServer functionalities.
This tool is password protected, so only administrative persons are allowed to use it.
At startup a credential request window is appearing:



The user can use a DBWArm administrative credentials or a reseller provided specific password.
Then the main dialog is shown:

Some of the basic DBWAclServer functionalities are testable.

Bugs fixing
o 20201216 - Event Log Viewer: the new executable has been made compatible with the previous equivalent vsgroup.exe of 

R17 in order to display custom queries
o 20201216 - Recursive Approve: It was possible, using an administrator personality, recursively approve a file even if it was 

opened by another user 
o 20201216 - Server-side setup: during the update of an existing MWLicenseManager installation, the file 

MwLicenseManager.config was overwritten, removing the potential customizations made by the user 
o 20201214 - Full Preview: the Standalone 32 bit application caused a crash instead of showing a message warning that the 

feature was  not supported in 32 bit platform
o 20201211 - Server-side setup: the setup did not copy the batch files (dos and powershell) used to assign needed privileges 

to the DBWAclServer admin user
o 20201211 - Server-side setup: the setup did not set the failure actions for installed services as recommended by our help. 

The instal/uninstall scripts for DBWAclServer has been updated accordingly too.
o 20201210 – Take Ownership: Having the option Remote Access Mode option [X] Take/Release ownership on Increment 

Revision/Approve enabled, under certain circumstances, the ownership was not returned to the original owner approving 
the record

o 20201210 - Full preview: DBInventor caused a crash when trying to show the inventor file types (.IPT, .IAM, .DWG and 
.IDW), due to an incompatibility of the used third-party Autodesk component with the Inventor application.
Since the full preview is not yet available in such a condition, for those file types a message is shown in the full preview 
embedded in the browser (available in the Document page, Tree Page and Full preview Page):



o 20201202 - DBWArm: it is fixed a problem of missed document type detection causing the Edit command to be enabled 
via RMB at Tree/Grid level even with the "Modification->[X] Edit Data assemply/part/drawing" or "Modification->[X] 
Edit Data of projects" or "Modification->[X] Edit Data of generic documents" being denied 

o 20201127 - TaskManager: when upgrading from R17 to R20, a field of table DBW_TASK_EXEC_NODES was needed 
but not checked for existence during startup

o 20201126 - DBWorks API: Object MWScriptGUI.IODialog: the object raised an error when using method ShowSave, for 
example in Office integrations during a SaveAs operation

o 20201125 - Full preview: switching from a managed file type to a unmanaged one (showing the error message) and then 
back to the same previous type, the full preview still showed the error message

o 20201123 - DBSolidEdge: working on non-English installations, it is fixed a problem causing problem with floating data 
values due to regional settings

o 20201120 - ProjectUser Admin Tools: Under certain circumstances the projects displayed were not updated after changes 
in the ProjectUser Admin tool

o 20201120 - DBWorks API: Object MWScriptGUI.DBWPar: the object raise an error when changing some file properties 
causing wrong behavior for example in Conversion Wizard when the option "[X] Restore file system original last modified 
date" is activated

o 20201118 - Full preview: when DBWorks was not chosen among the components to be installed, the Full Preview for PDF 
and OFFICE documents was not working

o 20201117 - Scripting: the NEVER_INSERT_SW_ENVELOP_COMPONENTS option was not accessible using 
DBWShell GetOption/Option

o 20201116 - Database: the distributed GERMAN database was wrongly containing the field 
ELTERN_KIND.PARENT_CHILD_REVISION

o 20201116 - Assembly Duplication Wizard: under certain conditions, the option AutoCheckin/Out was not working 
properly

o 20201111 – Scripting: Dataentr.LIB fixed an error overflow scenario that caused a cInt error
o 20201110 - DBInventor: fixed a problem concerning the loading of the add-in in Inventor2021
o 20201110 - Scripting: the DRAWING_BOM_SHOW_EXTRACOLUMN option was not accessible using DBWShell 

GetOption/Option
o 20201030 - Replace Reference: document names were not shown in “Replace a Component” dialog
o 20201030 - SolidWorks 2020: Options->Environment->[X] Use DBWorks for Searching Solidworks Components: due to 

a behavior change in the SolidWorks 2020 API, the DBWorks mini browser was no longer popping up when inserting a 
Part into another Part, for creating a derived Part

o 20201029 - File Loading Algorith: Under certain circumstances the Options defined paths for the folders schema, sql, lst, 
xls, user, par were ignored, keep loading them from the GPP path.

o 20201029 - Tree: working with the Options->User Interface->Tree->Show description in the Trees->Highlight 'fake' 
components and quantities in the Tree, the fake status was lost in case of PARENT_CHILD_MAKE_BUY = NO_BOM 

o 20201026 - Revisions: Recursive operators: under some circumnstances, the linked drawing documents are inserted 
multiple times causing inconsistences in document management

o 20201023 - Category Maker: a high numeric value in the clipboard would crash the RMB popup menu from a category



o 20201023 - Drag&Drop: Drag&Drop a CAD file into the browser registers the file and now automatically check-in the file 
if the option Open/Save -> Save as -> [X] Automatic check-in after a DBWorks ‘Save as …’ is flagged and automatically 
check-out the file if the option Open/Save -> Save as -> [X] Automatic check-out after the check-in is flagged.

o 20201022 - Word Add-In: during Check-In operation, rules from Revision Outputs were not applied
o 20201022 - Admin Tools: DBWARM would load the connection parameters from the local folder instead than from the 

shared one
o 20201021 - Admin Tools: the entries were not localized into German
o 20201020 - DBWARM: under certain circumstances it was possible to login even if cancel button was pressed.
o 20201020 - Options: OffSite Mode options were not translated even if the message file contained the proper translations.
o 20201015 - DBWAclServer: it is fixed a problem of wrong server name assignment causing redundant client/server 

communication
o 20201013 - DBInventor: it is fixed a crash happening when opening an assembly in Express-Mode under some 

circumnstances
o 20201013 - DBSolidEdge/DBInventor: when performing a revision restore for specific documents with the option 

Revisions->Files->[X]Select components to restore, unselected documents were also copied if used in pair with 
[X]Restore revisions in a different directory


